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Principal's Message
This school year is just �ying by! Just passing the half-way point, it is
time to review your student’s progress for the �rst semester and help
your student to set goals for the upcoming marking period. Report cards
will be distributed on February 10. Parents are encouraged to review the
comments and progress with your student. If you have any questions about grades or progress,
please contact your child’s teacher via your student’s agenda, directly through e-mail, or by calling the
school and leaving a message. Communication is essential. The AACPS school calendar has set aside
March 10 for parent conferences.
Special recognition to:

PTA and school volunteers who give time, energy, and �nancial support to Pasadena Elementary.
The staff and students appreciate all that you do. Huge thanks to volunteers for opening the
school store and prepping curriculum materials for Cultural Arts.
Thank you to the staff, students, and families who participated in Literacy Night and the
#AACPSReadWithMe campaign. Please share your pictures on the school’s Twitter page:
@PES_AACPS.

Here are a few upcoming events to mark your calendar:
100th Day of School: To celebrate all we are learning this year, students will be invited to dress like
a SuperHero on February 12 . This could shift with inclement weather.
Health Moves Minds: During physical education classes February 10-14, students will discuss
how to take care of their mind and body, while also developing important character traits such as
kindness and empathy. Donations are due by February 21.
STEAM Night: Parents are invited to STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, & Math) Night
on Thursday, February 20 from 5:30 – 6:30pm.
MISA Testing: Students in 5th grade will complete Maryland Integrated Science Assessments
from March 11, 12, 13, and 16. More information will be shared for your student’s assessment
schedule as it becomes available.
MCAP Testing: Maryland Comprehensive Assessment Program (MCAP) assessments of
Maryland College and Career Ready Standards (MCCRS) will build a pathway to college and
career readiness by the end of high school, mark students’ progress toward this goal from grade
3 through high school, and provide teachers with timely information to inform instruction and
provide student support. MCAP assessments are tentatively scheduled to be administered from
April 14 - May 22. More information will be shared for your student’s assessment schedule as it
becomes available.

Should you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to call.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Quirino, Principal
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Reading Corner by Mrs. Cornetti, Literacy Teacher
3 Smart Strategies to Boost Reading Fluency: All early readers stumble over words at �rst but
polishing those reading skills will bene�t their learning in every subject area. Reading �uency is the
ability to read out loud accurately, at a good pace (not too slow or too fast), and with expression.

1. Show him/her your own �uent reading talents.The more often your child hears �uent reading, the
more likely he/she is to pick it up him/herself. As you model, channel your enthusiasm: Read with
exuberant, Oscar-worthy expression and pause at the appropriate times (at commas, periods, etc.) to
demonstrate the �ow of our language. It’s also helpful to play audiobooks in the car to squeeze in
extra modeling time when you’re on the go.
2. Teach your child how to track words. If you’ve ever learned a new language, you know how di�cult
it can be to decipher where one word ends and the next begins when listening to a conversation. Your
little learner might feel the same way when she tries to follow along during story time. That’s where
tracking — or running your �nger under words as you read them — comes in handy. You can track
while you’re reading to your child or ask him/her to track when he/she is reading out loud. Eventually,
they’ll be able to tackle larger phrases without reading word by word. To make tracking words more
fun for your child, equip him/her with plastic Martian or witch �ngers!
3. Try choral reading together. Choral reading simply means you read a story out loud and ask your
child to read along with you at the same pace. This helps him understand what �uent reading feels like
and gives him/her the chance to practice it him/herself at your pace. It’s OK if you’re a tiny bit ahead of
him/her — just be sure to pick a book that he/she can already read himself. That way, he/she is
working on pacing and accuracy rather than decoding new words.



Health Moves Minds
This month, our school will be kicking off the all-new health, moves,
minds program! We are so excited to introduce this national educational
program from SHAPE America that will teach your student how to take
care of their mind and body, while also developing important character
traits such as kindness and empathy.

As part of this program, we are raising money to help create a more active and healthier environment
in our school, which will ultimately help our students physically, emotionally, socially, and academically.

Watch for details about our school fundraiser---we’ll be sending home more information in the coming
weeks!

Joe Corbi Fundraiser
Joe Corbi's fundraiser brochures were sent home with your student. Your help is greatly appreciated
as these funds support student, staff, and school activities throughout the school year. Please share
the catalog with relatives, friends, and co-workers! Don't forget to collect payment when an order is
placed.
Orders collected: January 27 - February 14. Please submit orders to school by February 14.
Plan to pick up orders on March 10 from 1:00 - 5:00pm.
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Vendors Needed for Upcoming 5K
This event will be an opportunity for you to introduce your services to our community and connect on
an individual basis. In the past, we have had over 100 participants each year, from our school, their
families, and the residents of the community complete our 5K.
There is no charge for this event. We are asking you to provide educational materials, informational
brochures, and free samples of your product(s). We believe if you partner with us, this will encourage
the school and community residents to patronize your business.

Suggested arrival time to set up booth: 7:00 a.m.
Health fair hours: Approximately 2.5 hours
Outdoor Event- Will be held indoors if raining.
Vendor/Business Owner to provide: Table, Tablecloth, chair(s), signs (if needed)
If you would like to participate, please contact Carrie Deaver at cdeaver@aacps.org or call 410-222-
6573. We thank you for your consideration to partner with us for this event.

Sincerely,
Carrie Deaver
Pasadena Elementary School Wellness Committee
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